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Dear polic eradicalion supporler,

This monlh, live Alrican counlries—Burundi, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, lhe Republic of Congo, and Uganda—
slopped oulbreaks ol varianl polic, prolecling children and Ltheir communilies from Lhe Lhreal of disease,
The mileslone rellecls suslained commilmenl, slrong surveillance, and elleclive vaccinalion campaigns, led
by counlry governmenls and supporled by GPEl parlners and donors. This is a power(ul display of progress,
bul Lhe job is nol done—suslaining lhese gains will require conlinued vigilance and high populalion

immunily lo guard againsl the reintroduclion of poliovirus,

Long-lerm success will require strong, counlry-led programs lo prevenl, lind and respond lo any oulbreak
ol polio. As a key slep loward making Lhis possible, heallh minislers adopled a new len-year ramework [or
polio lransilion and suslainabilily al the Sevenly-sixlh session of lhe World Heallh Organizalion (WHO)
Regional Commmillee lor Alrica in Addis Ababa, Elhicpia. Wilh more than 180 polic deleclions reporled
across Lhe region so lar Lhis year, Lhe [ramework sels oul how counlries will mainlain surveillance, prolecl
laboralory and culbreak response capacily, and inlegrale polic lunclions inlo nalional heallh syslems over
lhe nexl decade.

We are already seeing how Lhese inveslmenls can pay of[—Cameroon, which recenlly expanded lhe capacily

ol ils nalional polio lab, joined Niger in marking 15 monlhs wilhoul a reporled case of varianl poliovirus lype
7. Bolh counlries joined olhers in lhe Lake Chad Basin in reallirming Lheir commilmenl lo ending polio al
the Regional Commillee meeling.

Polio vaccinalion POLIO IN NUMBERS

campaigns can open Llhe
door Lo olher lifesaving
heallh services [or Global Total: 22 [24)
children who may
olherwise be missed. In
the lales! GPEI High-
Level Inlerview, UNICEF
Execulive Direclor Global Total:  130[129)
Calherine Russell lalks aboul whal she's seen on recenl visils lo

*Data as of 26 August 2026. Numbers in

Aflghanislan, Pakislan, Nigeria, and Somalia, and how lools like brackets represent data this time in 2025.
Polio Pulse help calch vaccine misinlormalion belore il spreads.
[More] Breakdown by country

Polio this week



https://polioeradication.org/news/gpei-high-level-interview-unicef-executive-director-catherine-russell/
https://polioeradication.org/news/five-african-countries-end-polio-outbreaks/
https://polioeradication.org/news/health-ministers-adopt-framework-to-safeguard-africas-polio-gains/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7498759741599559681/
https://polioeradication.org/about-polio/polio-this-week/
http://www.polioeradication.org

Eradicaling a disease requires a
dillerenl kind ol leadership than
conlrolling il. In this episode of
lhe Global Heallh Mallers
podcasl, Or Jamal Ahmed, WHO
Easlern Medilerranean Regional
Office Direclor lor Polio
Eradicalion, and Dr Slephen
Vreden, who chairs Suriname’s

commillee [or prevenling Lhe
reeslablishmenl ol malaria, compare noles on reaching remole and
mobile populalions—I[rom Llraining gold miners in Suriname’s inlerior
lo lesl for malaria lo Lhe local lask Torces eradicaling polio al Lhe
village level in Pakislan and Alghanislan. [More]

Each morning in soulthern
Pakislan, Khalida Nasreen
climbs inlo a dune buggy wilh
a cooler of vaccines and
heads inlo remole, conllicl-

" allecled lerrain Lo find
children Lhal house-lo-haouse
campaigns can'l reach—
nomadic lamilies who move

~ wilh lhe seasons and have no
(ixed address. Whal makes her
ellorls successlul? Her exlreme dedicalion, paired wilh a robusl cold
chain and sclar-powered infraslruclure thal are lhe resull of years of
inveslmenl in polio eradicalion.[More]

The Guardian: The paymenlis

small and Lhe palhs are sleep':

Lhe women saving India’s

remolesl people [rom polio

Kabul Now: New Polio
VYaccinalion Campaign Launched

in Alghanislan as Cases Rise

PUNCH [Nigeria): Polic Can

Relurn in 10 Years Il Vaccinalion

Slops
The Express [UK]: Polio 'could

relurn’ aller vaccinalion [unding

cul

The Conversalion: Conllicls can
spread inleclious diseases while
making oulbreaks harder lo
delecl

elforls and global Social and Behavior Change inilialives.

lowards a polio-lree world.

polio eradicalion operalions worldwide.

UNICEF is thankful [or the US CDC's core [unding of US$ 40.2 million lo supporl vaccine procurement,
inlegraled service delivery in Alghanislan and Pakislan; S.T.0.P deploymenls, polio oulbreak response

UNICEF is deeply gralelul lo Jerudong Inlernalional School [JIS] for ils longslanding supporl lor polio
eradicalion ellorls over more Lhan a decade, including ils mosl recenl generous conlribulion of

US$ 10 517 Lhrough Lhe school's Polio Poinls scheme. The conlinued engagemenl and commilmenl of
JIS sludenls demonslrale Lhe meaninglul difference young people can make as we work logelher

WHO Lhanks lhe Governmenl of Auslralia lor ils generous conlribulion of Aus$ 8.25 million lo supporl
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https://www.buzzsprout.com/1632040/episodes/19672840#show-notes
https://www.gatesphilanthropypartners.org/perspectives/one-woman-a-dune-buggy-the-last-mile-of-a-40-year-fight/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/aug/11/health-disease-polio-vaccination-india-immunisation-women-remote-children-kashmir
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/aug/11/health-disease-polio-vaccination-india-immunisation-women-remote-children-kashmir
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/aug/11/health-disease-polio-vaccination-india-immunisation-women-remote-children-kashmir
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/aug/11/health-disease-polio-vaccination-india-immunisation-women-remote-children-kashmir
https://kabulnow.com/2026/08/new-polio-vaccination-campaign-launched-in-afghanistan-as-cases-rise/
https://kabulnow.com/2026/08/new-polio-vaccination-campaign-launched-in-afghanistan-as-cases-rise/
https://kabulnow.com/2026/08/new-polio-vaccination-campaign-launched-in-afghanistan-as-cases-rise/
https://punchng.com/polio-can-return-in-10-years-if-vaccination-stops-rotary-president-babalola/
https://punchng.com/polio-can-return-in-10-years-if-vaccination-stops-rotary-president-babalola/
https://punchng.com/polio-can-return-in-10-years-if-vaccination-stops-rotary-president-babalola/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/2237364/polio-could-return-vaccination-funding
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/2237364/polio-could-return-vaccination-funding
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/2237364/polio-could-return-vaccination-funding
https://theconversation.com/conflicts-can-spread-infectious-diseases-while-making-outbreaks-harder-to-detect-287267
https://theconversation.com/conflicts-can-spread-infectious-diseases-while-making-outbreaks-harder-to-detect-287267
https://theconversation.com/conflicts-can-spread-infectious-diseases-while-making-outbreaks-harder-to-detect-287267
https://theconversation.com/conflicts-can-spread-infectious-diseases-while-making-outbreaks-harder-to-detect-287267

Photo of the Month

volalile neighborhood known (or violence in Orangi Town, polic
vaccinalor Khalida Nasreen owns a dune buggy on which she makes her rounds. Karachi, Pakislan,
24Lh April 2019, [Ima Gales Philanlhropy]
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